
BY ANDREW GOROSKO
Inland Wetlands Commission

(IWC) members are reviewing
voluminous technical informa-
tion and considering numerous
public comments that have
been made about the controver-
sial 38-lot Sherman Woods res-
idential subdivision proposed
for a 158-acre agrarian site in
Sandy Hook, as they prepare to
take action on the environmen-
tal protection aspects of the
developer’s construction plans.

Developer William H. Joyce of
Shepard Hill Road proposes
Sherman Woods for generally
rolling, open and forested land
in the area surrounded by
Berkshire Road, Sugarloaf
Road, Sherman Street, Still
Hill Road, and Toddy Hill Road.

Sherman Woods is the largest
residential subdivision pro-
posed for town in nearly a
decade. The 52-lot Cider Mill
Farm, which is situated on 137
acres adjacent to Lower Pau-
gussett State Forest in Sandy
Hook, was proposed in June
2000. It gained final approvals
in November 2002.

Public opposition to the Sher-

man Woods proposal from peo-
ple living near the site largely
has focused on the potential for
environmental damage to the
area, especially wetlands and
watercourses, caused by ter-
rain changes and new uses of
the property. Other people have
mentioned adverse changes to
the area’s rustic character as a
reason for their opposition.

Following a series of seven
public hearings, which were
held on the Sherman Woods
proposal since June, IWC mem-
bers on September 23 consid-
ered taking action on the pro-
posal.

But IWC Chairman Anne
Peters said more time was
needed to review the volumi-
nous record of the application.

“I would like to go back and
reread reports, especially the
recent submissions,” she said.

“I think we should table this
[application] to the next meet-
ing,” she said.

Ms Peters said the IWC
would need to make a decision
on the application at its Octo-
ber 14 session, based on the
legal requirements for review-

ing such construction propos-
als.

IWC members discussed the
October 14 decision date,
explaining that likely only
three members would be pres-
ent to vote on the matter at
that session.

The IWC is authorized to
have seven members, but has
had only six members for the
past several months. One IWC
member, Sharon Salling of Old
Mill Road, has recused herself
from participating in the Sher-
man Woods review because she
owns real estate near the
development site. So, the appli-
cation has been under review
by five IWC members. Three
members of those five members
would constitute the quorum
required for IWC action,
according to Ms Peters.

The proposed 38-lot complex
would include 36 new single-
family houses, plus two exist-
ing houses. New streets serving
the project would intersect
with Toddy Hill Road and Still
Hill Road. The developer pro-
poses constructing about 3,550
linear feet of new roadways on

the site. Each house would
have an individual water well
and an individual septic waste
disposal system.

The site would hold about 45
acres of open space land that
would be left undeveloped.
That open space would exist on
two tracts, with the bulk of it
situated along a wetlands cor-
ridor adjacent to Keating Pond
Brook, which drains south-to-
north through the site. The
property also holds a five-acre
pond. A major environmental
issue facing the applicant is the
preservation of the stream and
the pond on the site.

If the project gains wet-
lands/watercourses protection
approval from the IWC, it also
would need subdivision
approval from the Planning
and Zoning Commission (P&Z).

The Sherman Woods project
would be subject to recently
approved P&Z regulations
which require that subdivision
sites be reviewed for their
archaeological, historic, and
cultural significance with an
eye toward physical preserva-
tion.
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The Newtown Bee
announces the publication of its 
Official Guide to Newtown 2010

DEADLINE FOR ADVERTISING JANUARY 18, 2010

The Official Guide to Newtown will be distributed to every home in
Newtown, Sandy Hook, Botsford, Hawleyville & Dodgingtown.

Plus complimentary copies through Realtors, Town Offices, etc.

PUBLICATION DATE
February 2010

Your Official Guide To Newtown will include

Newtown Phone Directory
(Residences and Businesses)

Dial 426-3141 for details

NUMC Planning For Its Annual Autumn Fair
Newtown United Methodist Church will sponsor its

Annual Fall Arts & Crafts Fair on Saturday, October 17.
The fair will be at Reed Intermediate School, 3 Trades

Lane, so it will be presented from 10 am until 4 pm without
worry about rain or shine.

The annual event by members of the church will offer
juried arts and crafts, a silent auction, baked goods, theme
baskets, and more.

Making her fourth appearance at the fair will be the artist
and jeweler Sherry Hessels. As a child, Sherry spent hours
watching her father paint New England scenery, and that
introduced her to the world of art.

Unusual beadwork is her specialty, using the many tech-
niques she has mastered. She uses glass (much of which is
handcrafted), Swarovski crystal, semiprecious stones, and
fresh water pearls. Pictured is one of Ms Hessels’s unique
bracelets. Its 144 components comprise keishi pearls, tiny
glass seed beads, all wrapped in sterling silver mounted on
a sterling silver base.

For additional fair information call event organizer Deb-
bie Stakel, 426-2336, or the church office at 426-9998.

Helping Boy Scouts Celebrate Their Centennial
Jack Russo of Newtown Lions Club, standing, fourth from right, recently presented a $1,000 Scholarship to Peter
Lubinsky, center, scoutmaster of Troop 270 Newtown and a Jamboree Scoutmaster for the Connecticut Yankee
Council. The scholarship is earmarked to help Newtown Scouts and Scouters attending the 2010 National Scout
Jamboree, a total of 27 people in three Newtown troops. The National Jamboree is held every four years and 43,000
Scouts and adults leaders from around the nation attend. The 2010 Jamboree is expected to be a major celebration
as it coincides with Scouting’s 100th anniversary. With Mr Lubinsky and Mr Russo is Tom O’Brien, fourth from left,
who is also a Jamboree Scoutmaster, and 14 of the Boy Scouts that will be attending the National Scout Jamboree at
Fort AP Hill, Va., July 26 to August 4, 2010. The Newtown Scouts will be part of an 11-troop contingent sent by the
Connecticut Yankee Council. —Tom Bittman photo

The Stone Barn at Sticks and
Stones Farm on Huntingtown
Road will be the setting for the
third annual Harvest Wine
Tasting to benefit the New-
town Scholarship Association.
The event will be Saturday,
October 17, from 5 to 7:30 pm.
The unique 60-acre farm has
been described by its owner,
master stone mason Tim Cur-
rier, as a “piece of Maine in
Connecticut.”

Mike Kerler, owner of Sandy
Hook Wine & Liquors, will
present the wines at this
year’s tasting, and a minimum
of $1 per each bottle sold will
be donated to the NSA. Mr
Kerler will feature a selection

of largely California wines, as
well as several from Italy and
some sparkling wines and
champagne from France,
including:

Lust Zinfandel, a single vine-
yard, Old Vine Zinfandel
from Michael David wine mak-
ers (known for such wines as
Windmill Wines and 7 Heaven-
ly Chardonnay). This limited-
edition wine received 92 Points
from Wine Spectator.

Nth Degree Cabernet. Anoth-
er limited-edition (only 600
cases), Nth was produced by
Karl Wente, owner of Wente
Vineyards, America’s oldest
family-owned vineyard.

Seghesio Sonoma Zinfandel,

rated one of the top ten wines
in the world last year by Wine
Spectator, which also gave it a
93 point rating in 2007 and
2008.

Duval-Leroy French cham-
pagne. This special bubbly has
been ranked in the top 100
wines in the world for the past
three years (a rare accomplish-
ment), and has received rat-
ings from 91 points to 93
points.

The event will also feature
both live and silent auction
items — from an African safari
and weekend getaways to bas-
kets of wine, books, gift certifi-
cates, tailgate party supplies,
and much more. Additionally,

on exhibit in the Stone Barn
will be paintings by artist
Tarol Samuelson, who will
donate 20 percent of her sales
that evening to the NSA.

Hors d’oeuvres will be pre-
pared and served by talented
students from Newtown High
School’s advanced culinary
program.

Tickets are $35 each and can
be purchased at People’s Unit-
ed Bank branches in Newtown
or at Sandy Hook Wine &
Liquor. For directions to Sticks
and Stones Farm, 101 Hunt-
ingtown Road, go to www.stick-
sandstonesfarm.com. For more
information, contact Carol
Garbarino at 426-7713.

Harvest Wine Tasting To Benefit Scholarship Association

BY NANCY K. CREVIER
Attorney Katherine Webster-O’Keefe of New

Milford and psychologist Thomas Condon of
Brookfield have joined together to bring Connecti-
cut residents an alternative to the traditional,
court-ruled divorce process that can lead to
months or even years of frustration, anger, and
costly litigation. Co-mediation at Candlewood
Mediation Center, LLC, lat 60 Old New Milford
Road in Brookfield, is a new approach to move
couples through divorce with dignity and respect
for each other and any children involved, while
taking advantage of the legal and mental health
expertise offered by the duo.

A lawyer since 1983 with a great deal of experi-
ence in divorce and the family and financial
issues that accompany divorce proceedings, Ms
Webster-O’Keefe no longer practices divorce liti-
gation, preferring the less adversarial and less
costly approach of co-mediation or other alterna-
tives to work out an equitable agreement for a
couple.

Dr Condon’s experience as a family, marriage,
and child psychologist goes back over 30 years. He
has seen families devastated by bitter, conflicted
divorces that leave children caught up in the emo-
tional crossfire. He is passionate about helping
couples reduce the damage that can be inflicted
during a divorce.

Like Ms Webster-O’Keefe, Dr Condon felt that
for couples who want to retain control of the
divorce process, make the decisions, and minimize
damage to the individuals or family unit, there

had to be a better way than the traditional legal
process.

The collaborative divorce model, with which
both have been involved for several years,
addresses the issues of divorce by providing a
team of life coaches, mental health professionals,
financial experts, and a lawyer to represent each
party. The team and the divorcing couple meet
together to come to a mutual agreement out of
court. It is a good alternative that delivers a high-
er quality product than traditional litigation for
many, said Dr Condon and Ms Webster-O’Keefe,
but for some people the atmosphere can be over-
whelming for someone going through a divorce.

Solo mediation, with just a lawyer or just a coun-
selor, is another option. However, said Dr Condon,
there is the loss in one direction or the other of the
richness of legal expertise or of managing difficult
emotions. Dr Condon and Ms Webster-O’Keefe
believe that co-mediation improves on solo media-
tion and collaborative divorce models by stream-
lining the process, and allowing the couple the
advantage of legal and mental health assistance.
They also feel that having a partnership made up
of two people of different genders is advanta-
geous. “Knowing that there is someone else in the
room of the same sex has a lot of benefit to our
clients. There is no sense that we only see a male
or female perspective of the situation,” Ms Web-
ster-O’Keefe said.

Co-mediation through Candlewood Mediation
Center, they said, provides divorcing couples with
legal, financial, and emotional support in a safe

and comfortable setting. “Our goal is to make this
as non-adversarial as possible,” said Dr Condon.

Fewer experts means a lower cost in most cases,
as well, said Ms Webster-O’Keefe, with each party
needing their own lawyers only to review the
binding legal documents defining the agreement
that is mediated, before it is presented in court.
However, at any point along the way in co-media-
tion if a party wants to talk to a personal attorney,
the team encourages the person to do so. “What I
do not do in any mediation is represent any party,
so it is definitely advised that each person show
the agreement to his or her own lawyer before
signing. When people enter into an agreement, it
is important that they know their options and the
law. I want to make sure that they have an agree-
ment that the judge is going to accept, that they
can live with the agreement, and that it meets
their needs,” she said.

Coming To Fair Agreements
By managing emotions and showing couples

how to communicate effectively, said Dr Condon,
it is possible to come to an agreement that is fair
to both parties, within the law, and avoid costly lit-
igation in a courtroom. Professional guidance
offered by Dr Condon helps turn nonproductive
conversations into productive conversations, an
important turning point in coming to an agree-
ment. “If we can help people manage emotions, we
get optimum results in less time,” said Dr Condon.

They do not want to foster the impression that
co-mediation is marriage counseling. “It is not

counseling and it is not therapy,” emphasized Dr
Condon. “It is dealing with the here and now in a
productive manner,” he said.

“The mediation process,” added Ms Webster-
O’Keefe, “is a process to get through the divorce,
not to reconcile.”

Providing a couple with the tools to move for-
ward is the primary focus of co-mediation, said Dr
Condon. As a child psychologist, his interest also
lies in ensuring that any children involved come
out of the transition better off. “Very often and
unwittingly, children become the casualties of a
divorce,” said Dr Condon. “Adults are familiar
with what they want, but the interests of the chil-
dren can be lost. Katherine and I can help chil-
dren have a voice in the process, even though they
are not present at co-mediation sessions. Parents
can make decisions without making children
choose,” he said. A reconstituted family following
a co-mediated divorce can actually be better for
children, Dr Condon said, than what often results
from the emotionally charged and distressful
environment surrounding a bitter, legal battle.

“But whether or not the couple has children, we
want them to go through the process with dignity,
and move on as individuals,” stressed Ms Web-
ster-O’Keefe. “Divorce is a major life event.”

Appointments can be made through Dr Condon
at the Candlewood Mediation Center, 60 Old New
Milford Road, Brookfield, 740-9119; or at Ms Web-
ster-O’Keefe’s New Milford office, 860-350-5009.
For more information visit candlewoodmediation-
center.com.

Candlewood Co-Mediation Center Offers Alternative To Divorce Process

Dr Tom Condon, a Brookfield family and child psycholo-
gist, and attorney Katherine Webster-O’Keefe of New Mil-
ford offer co-mediation services to couples divorcing, with
an emphasis on financial and mental health, respect, and
dignity in a nonconfrontational environment. Turning
what can be a painful and destructive process into one of
understanding and mutual agreement through improved
communication and access to legal knowledge is the goal
for the experienced lawyer and psychologist, who formed
Candlewood Co-Mediation Center, LLC in the spring of
2008. —Bee Photo, Crevier
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